
I was sitting in church following the readings 
a few Sundays ago when the above words 
were being spoken. They hit home about 
Our Daily Bread and how thankful we are 
to all those who have donated their time, 
talent or treasure. We also hope our clients 
who are down on their luck will leave with 
their day a little brighter!

What a wonderful summer/fall it has been 
for Our Daily Bread. Our relationships 
with Manatee Food Bank and Feeding 
Tampa Bay have been growing stronger. 
The amounts of food that we are getting 
through their programs together with our 
other donors (including Costco, Aldi’s, 
Publix, Winn-Dixie, Fresh Market, WaWa, 
Bonefish Grill, Chick-fil-a and Longhorn 
Steak House) have been amazing.  Yes, our 
refrigerated vans are on the road daily, but 
we couldn’t afford to buy all the food we 
need to feed the hungry and needy in our 
community without this support.

Another uplifting event this summer 
was the Florida Roofers & Sheet Metal 
Association selecting Our Daily Bread to be 
their “Charity of Choice” for 2019. I went 
to Orlando on July 18th for their annual 
convention and was presented with a very 
generous check. What an honor for Our 
Daily Bread. Many thanks to all those who 
participated.

Many thanks also to Bruce Manson of 
Manson Roofing who as the President of 
the association was able to choose the 
2019 “Charity of Choice”. The legacy 
of the Manson Family runs deep at Our 

Daily Bread going back to 1984 when Jack 
Manson helped start Our Daily Bread of 
Bradenton.

Here is some more awesome news: Publix 
Super Market Charities has once again 
approved our grant request to support our 
mission and help with the hunger relief in 
our community for 2019.

Hope everyone has a wonderful 
Thanksgiving and a Merry Christmas!

Thank you and God Bless,

Mark E. McLaughlin
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Summer is long gone and colder 
temperatures are on the way. Last year our 
food suppliers switched partially from 
Meals on Wheels to direct pick-
ups under Feeding Tampa 
Bay. We are happy to report 
that we still have a great 
working relationship with 
Meals on Wheels. Under 
the new plan we are 
receiving a lot more meat 
and produce. In the first 
three quarters of 2019 we 
picked up 255,546 pounds 
of food items, (113 tons) 
and 108,000 pounds from 
Meals on Wheels. In nine 
months, our soup kitchen at Our 
Daily Bread and Loaves and Fishes we 
distributed over 160 tons of food to the 
needy in our community. 

As of October 1st, our USDA food items are 
coming through Feeding Tampa Bay! We are 
praying the change will work out as well as 

last year. Both of the changes have provided 
more food but our costs (payroll, fuel, 
supplies and maintenance) have increased 

by $2,500.00 per month. Our budget for 
2020 will increase by $30,000.00.

We have been truly blessed with 
all the food coming in and 

we pass on the blessings 
to the needy, families 
and the homeless in our 
community.  The needs 
are greater every year. 

The numbers of people 
we are feeding in the soup 

kitchen are up 5% from last 
year. The meals have improved 

because of the meat products we have 
available. At Loaves and Fishes we are 
serving, Monday and Friday, we are seeing 
increased numbers of families who receive 
15 food items, fresh produce and frozen 
meats.

This summer we have new volunteers 
working on updating our Facebook page 

and our Website. At this point it’s a work 
in progress. Hopefully by years’ end we 
will have a new look that will be more like 
our newsletter for you to browse and find 
helpful. 

Penny, our kitchen manager, has been busy 
with some employee turnover, van repairs 
and running out of supplies due to the 
greater demand for services all while I was 
up north enjoying my summer holiday.  God 
bless Penny and the team for holding down 
the fort!!

We are making plans for Christmas 
programs. If you wish to be part of the 
festivities or would like to make a special 
gift, please call me at 941.745.2992.

Thank you for your financial support.
Thank you for your time and talent.
Thank you for your prayers.

Bob Eikill

I’d like to welcome back our seasonal volunteers. You have been 
missed and your help is so appreciated.  We are noticing greater 
numbers of families coming through the Pantry here as of late. 
We are truly blessed with all the food coming in and we pass the 
blessings onto these needy families. We are now receiving weekly 
USDA drop offs vs. once a month which we are extremely grateful 
for. Loaves and Fishes is in need of personal hygiene products as 
well as baby wipes, diapers and baby formula. Any donations are 
appreciated. 

If you are interested in becoming a volunteer at Loaves and 
Fishes, please call Penny at  941.745.2992 between the hours of 
7am-11:30am. Monday through Friday or email her at penny@
ourdailybreadofbradenton.org or know of anyone who wants to 
join our volunteer family. Your help is greatly appreciated.

Sincerely,

Britney

Coach’s Notes

Loaves & Fishes Notes

“‘Open your hand to the poor and needy neighbor in your land’” Jesus is assuming the 
social location of his followers will always put them in close proximity to the poor and 
easily able to reach out to them. 

“The poor you will always have with you”  gets translated into  “There is nothing we 
can do about poverty, and the poor will always be there, so why bother?  “Yet that’s not 
what the text is saying at all. The critical difference between Jesus’s disciples and each 
one of us is precisely this: our lack of proximity to the poor? Perhaps……

We all see it everyday on street corners 
and woven through our neighborhoods. 
We never judge… just throw a warm 
smile, wish them a good day, shake their 
hand, and brighten their day. 

Wishing everyone a Joyous Holiday 
Season!!

Day 1 
Jar of Peanut Butter

Day 2 
Jar of Jelly

Day 3 
Box of Pasta

Day 4 
Jar of Spaghetti Sauce

Day 5 
Canned Corn

Day 6 
Canned Green Beans

Day 7
Box of Mac’N Cheese

Day 8
Box of Cereal

Day 9
2lb. Bag of Rice

Day 10
Canned Soup

Day 11
Canned Meats

Day 12
Roll of Toilet Paper, Bars of 
Soap                  

Celebrate the “Twelve Days of Christmas” by giving gifts to 
someone you don’t even know. We are asking you as well as 
your Neighbor, Church, Community Group to fill a box with the 
most needed items for Loaves and Fishes… Thanking you in 
advance…

12 days of Christmas

Faith and Values
The Poor You will Always Have with You?



I would like to “Welcome Back” our northern 
volunteers. We have had a busy summer 
picking up donations from our new and 
loyal stores which has been a blessing. We 
are so grateful. Seventy five percent of what 
we pick up is used for Loaves and Fishes 
which is growing in client visits. With the 
Holiday Season quickly approaching I would 
like to reach out to our community to ask 
if you would be interested in donating an 
unwrapped toy for a girl or boy ages 2-12. 
We will be handing them out on Christmas 
Eve between 10:00am - 11:30am at Loaves 
and Fishes. 

Wishing everyone a wonderful Thanksgiving 
and a Joyous Holiday Season!

Thanking you in advance,     

Penny

Penny’s Pantry

This week for lunch
Monday  Potato Soup with Ham, mixed 

green salad, fruit salad, juice, 
and pastry

Tuesday  Beef and Noodles, mixed 
green salad, fruit salad, juice, 
and pastry 

Wednesday  Chicken and Rice, mixed green 
salad, fruit salad, juice, and 
pastry 

Thursday  Peppers and Rice, mixed 
green salad, fruit salad, juice, 
and pastry 

Friday  Hot Dogs and Baked Beans, 
mixed green salad, fruit salad, 
juice, and pastry 

Saturday  Chef’s Choice, mixed green 
salad, fruit salad, juice, and 
pastry 

Sunday  Chicken and Potatoes, mixed 
green salad, fruit salad, juice, 
and pastry

As we enter the autumn season 
and end of the year activities 
begin to crowd the calendar, I 
would like to pause and reflect 
on all the great progress we have 
made as an organization this year. 
As our programs have grown 
in response to the growing needs of our 
clients, we have expanded our staffing, 
recruiting people who are compassionate, 
qualified and dedicated to our mission of 
“providing, coordinating and facilitating 
services to prevent and end homelessness 
in our community.” We are grateful for 
the services of these wonderful staff 
members, but also for the incredible 
group of volunteers who faithfully serve 
in each department of the organization 
daily. Being able to perceive the direct 
impact their service has for our clients is 
a benefit that keeps them coming back to 
volunteer. The strength of our organization 
has recently been recognized in two very 
substantial and important ways. 

First, Turning Points has achieved a four 
star rating from Charity Navigator, the 
highest rating possible. Charity Navigator 
is a major charity assessment organization 
that evaluates charitable organizations in 
the United States, so achieving this rating 
is a major accomplishment that identifies 
our work as a responsible, effective and 
transparent organization.

Second, Turning Points was 
selected as the Manatee 
Chamber of Commerce Non-
Profit of the Year, from a list of 
nine stellar organizations that 
were finalists for this recognition. 
This award considered not only 

the financial and operational functions of 
the organization, but the contributions 
made by our board of directors, our staff 
and volunteers. We are proud of these 
accomplishments and the credibility they 
provide for the important work we are 
preforming. We invite you to come on 
by and see for yourself what a difference 
Turning Points makes in the lives of people 
who are struggling with issues related to 
homelessness. As the current administration 
reduces funding for food stamps, housing 
and main stream benefits we will continue 
to see growth in numbers of people 
requesting assistance - whether to keep 
them from becoming homeless (prevention) 
or to help them back into housing if they 
have already become homeless (rapid re-
housing). Please remember these people 
during the upcoming holiday season and 
help us as we strive to prevent and end 
homelessness for our neighbors in need.

Best wishes for a wonderful Holiday 
Season to you and yours.

Sincerely,

Adell Erozer
Executive Director

Turning Points Notes

Three New Testaments verses have played a decisive role in leading me to serve as 
a community volunteer at Our Daily Bread for more than 10 years now.

Love the Lord your God with all your heart 
and mind and soul….. Love your neighbor 
as yourself

Let us not love in word or in tongue but in 
deed and in truth

Well done, good and faithful servant! … 
Come and share your Master’s happiness!’

What better place to be faithful to 
the Lord and help jumpstart homeless 
and indigent folks than at Our Daily 
Bread?  We should all be grateful for 
the opportunities we are shown to love 
our neighbors as well as to the persons 
who make it possible,  like Ms. Penny, 
Kirk, Britney and the other members of 

the staff, as well as to the board, without 
whom we could not provide daily bread to 
the needy. 

In closing…. “… let us not love in word or 
in tongue, but in deed and in truth”

Herb Moller 

service Notes
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A Special Thank you

NEWSLETTER EDITOR
The purpose of this newsletter is to inform both volunteers and 
supporters of the activities and happenings at Our Daily Bread. 
Please address your comments and suggestions to Bob Eikill.

OUR STAFF                        
Coach | Bob Eikill | Volunteer 
Kitchen Manager | Penny Goethe
Office | Jenn Cecere | Volunteer

St. Mary Star of the Sea
Christ Church of Longboat Key
Trinity United Methodist Church
Church World Services (Crop Walk)
St. Bernards Catholic Church
Christ Episcopal Church

Hope Lutheran Church
Westminster Chapel
Roser Memorial Church
Gloria Dei Lutheran Church
Trinity Lutheran Church
Kirkwood Presbyterian Church

First Presbyterian Church
Harvest United Methodist Church
First United Methodist Church
Palma Sola Presbyterian Church

Florida Roofers & Sheet Metal 
Assoc.
Service Club of Manatee County
New Genesis Fund of Manatee 
Community Foundation
Kindred Resources
Publix Super Markets Charitable 
Fund

Woman’s Club  of Palmetto
John C. Manson Charitable Fund
Bradenton Rotary Foundation
Keyes Family Foundation
Carolyn Brye - Charitable 
Foundation
Manatee Community Foundation
Bank of America Employee Fund

Hess Trust, Martin & Carol
Uppy’s Wealth Management
Five Talent Fund
Armands Hearing Center
Mosaic Fertilizer Co.
Manatee County

We are grateful for each dollar of financial support we receive. We try to be good stewards of 
your generosity.  In this newsletter we have limited space to acknowledge the gifts we receive 
and we do send thank you notes to each donor.  Our base support is from churches, individuals, 
community groups, businesses, estates, trusts, schools, and county government.

Norma Davis
Valerie Beechy
Ray & Andrea Blood
Mark McLaughlin
Ruth Monteith
William & Judy Clay
Charles & Marilyn Slater

Gretchen Petraske
Edward Suchora
Paul & Janet Drummey
Howard Seider
Graham & Donna Bergquist
Ellen Gangle
Doris Sutliff

Yalloppa Nadiminiti
Jack Manson
Carol Bergs
Bruce & Karen Manson
Arlene Purdum 
Steve Havlik 

President | Mark McLaughlin
Vice President | Bruce Behrens
Secretary | Diana Donovan 
Treasurer | Robert Eikill
Directors 
Dee Bennett                         
Chris Brown
Deacon Tom Harenchar                      
Annette Larkin

Pr. Craig Mathews
Tammy Woodward
Barry Moffatt                      
Parris Clark

Designed & Printed by the Kiva Group | www.kivagroup.org

WORKERS
Kirk Goethe            
Gary Bunkley
James Polite
Greg Moore

Angela Vela
Britney Vela
Ladarivs Kelly
Malaysia Gardner
Ray Estrella

The mission of Our DaILy Bread is to provide for the nutritional needs of the poor and needy of our  
community in the context of compassion and affirmation of their human worth as children of God 

We never Call asking  
for Donations
We Do Not use 
Professional  
Fund Raisers

We only use your  
Address for mailing  
Thank You’s and our 
Newsletter
We would like to establish 
an email data base for 
volunteers information and 
setting up schedules. If 
you are interested in our 
newsletter and happening, 
and would like to be included 
please email us at blessings@
ourdailybreadofbradenton.org

House Notes

Donate through PayPal: Use code PP-001-095-810-128


